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begun a craft of hat-making, which hats they can make as
well and as good as ever came out of France and Flanders " *.
This is an early instance of a capitalist organization formed
to develop new industries in this country. Shortly after-
wards we meet with the russel weavers, who in 1554 were
incorporated by an Act of Parliament. It recites that the
mayor and twelve others, merchants and citizens, belonging
to the city of Norwich had' at their great costs and charges'
made looms, and brought strangers from beyond the seas to
teach their art and the mysteries of their craft to native
weavers 2. The ordinances of the russel weavers express
their indebtedness to the capitalist pioneers who had intro-
duced the new manufacture into England. " And foras-
much as by the cost, charge and good diligence of certain
of the merchants of the city of Norwich, the first practising
of the making of the said russels within the same city was
first invented by the said merchants ", therefore in their
interests it was provided that weavers of russels must sell
only in Norwich 3.
A noteworthy attempt to settle foreign cloth-makers in The
England at this period is associated \vifa the Protector ^t"*
Somerset. He planted at Glastonbury Abbey in 1551 a
colony of weavers, chiefly Flemings, who are described as
' outlandish, learned and godly men'. He undertook to
provide them with accommodation and four acres of land
for each family, and he advanced them nearly five hundred
pounds. His plans were cut short by his fall, and the
settlers soon found themselves in difficulties. The king
intervened on their behalf, and a commission was appointed
to investigate their affairs. It reported that the settlement
was likely to bring " great commodity to the common-
weal ", for the strangers were " very godly, honest, poor
folk, of quiet and sober conversation, and showing them-
selves ever willing and ready to instruct and teach young
children and others their craft'1. The housing problem
was a serious one, only six houses being available for forty-
1 Ibid. ii. 381. A sixteenth-century poem (1563) speaks of ' French
hoods, caps, bats from Venice and Spain ': " Dives Pragmaticus ", ia
Fugitive Poetical Tracts (ed. Hazlitt).
1 Statutes, iv. part i. 260.                       * Records of Norwich, u. 410.